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Happenings @SPJIMR

BEPCom's Annual Business
Conclave

SPJIMR's Business Environment and

Policies Committee organized a business

conclave on the topic, "The Current

Economic Outlook: India and the World"

The event was held on January 31, 2021.

The guest speakers were industry

stalwarts, Dr. Tirthankar Patnaik, Chief

Economist, National Stock Exchange, Mr.

Saugata Bhattacharya, Chief Economist,

Axis Bank and Mr. Indranil Sengupta,

Director, Bank of America.

In the discussion, they spoke about how

India’s economy could revive post the

pandemic, how different pillars of the

economy work and about the interplay

between the Government, the RBI, and

the market.

BEPCom's Union Budget 2021
Discussion

SPJIMR's Business Environment and

Policies Committee organized a virtual

panel discussion on 'Decoding the Union

Budget 2021'. The event was held on

February 4, 2021.

The panelists for the discussion were Dr.

M. Govinda Rao (Advisor, Centre for

Public Policy, IIMB), Dr. Ajit Ranade (Chief

Economist, Aditya Birla Group), and Mr.

Madan Sabnavis (Chief Economist, Care

Ratings).

The moderated discussion focused on

various aspects of the Union Budget 2021

such as the fiscal deficit, growth

projections, asset reallocation, etc.,

followed by a QnA session with the

attendees.

SPJIMR Wins National Finals of
the P&G CEO Challenge 2021

SPJIMR PGDM 2022 participants, Pranay

Dubey, Rayan Pande, Abhijay Giri have

emerged winners of the National Finals of

the P&G CEO Challenge 2021. They shall

now represent India in the Regional Finals

(India, Middle East and Africa).

SPJIMR Emerges 2nd Runners
Up in Airtel iCreate 2020

The SPJIMR team, 'Finite Loop'

comprising of PGDM 2021 participants,

Vishraja Shrivastava, Ayush Kumar and

Yash Deshmukh, have emerged 2nd

runners up in the National Finals of Airtel

iCreate 2020, a B-School case study

competition.

SPJIMR's PGPDM Batch 16 participant, Sourabh

Kumar's organization, PoteHoleRaja, of which he is the

Co-founder & COO, has won the Electron Vibe 2020

Challenge for focussing on innovation in road

construction technology. The R&D of their upcoming

product is focussed upon harnessing electricity from the

road.

PotHoleRaja, a social initiative focused on making roads

pothole-free & safer has fixed 7500+ potholes (using

plastic waste, crumb rubber, and cold asphalt) across 7

Indian cities by engaging the public and through CSR

donations.

Dr. Ranjan Banerjee

The Dean at the 5th Dr. M. L. Shrikant Memorial Lecture:

“We believe that SPJIMR has the potential to become a great

institution. If that’s true, we should always be cognizant of the

fact that if we build buildings that look good, it is because the

foundation has been laid by somebody else. We must

recognise the foundation and learn from the qualities embodied

in the foundation.”

Ms. Deepali Vasant
 Programme Coordinator,

GMP

Favourite Book: You Can Heal Your Life by Louise L.

Hay.

Favourite Song: Try Everything from Zootopia.

Favourite Holiday Spot: Nainital.

Favourite movie: Inside Out.

Role Model: My Nani.

Lesser Known Facts: I love gardening and am blessed

with green fingers 

Reach out to us at:
centralcommunications@spjimr.org

SPJIMR closes placements on a high in a challenging
year

SPJIMR on January 15th announced the successful completion of placements for its

PGDM Class of 2021 in a record time. For the first time, the final placements process

was conducted on online platforms.

In what was considered a tough year for B-school placements, SPJIMR saw an

unprecedented response from partner corporates with 131 recruiters participating in the

placement process, rolling out 264 offers to 233 participants.

Read the full press release here

5th Dr. M. L. Shrikant Memorial Lecture with 
Mr. Harish Bhat

“What good purpose, large or small, are we dedicating our lives to?” - Mr. Harish Bhat,

Brand Custodian, Tata Sons and author of Tata Log, asked every individual to

contemplate the answer to this question in his oration at the 5th Dr. M. L. Shrikant

Memorial Lecture, held on 23rd January, 2021. Mr. Bhat was the distinguished speaker

for the event and he spoke on the topic, 'Leadership and Values - An exploration of the

life of Jamsetji Tata'.

Through various stories from the life of Jamsetji Tata, Mr. Bhat brought out the values,

the characteristics and the pioneering spirit that made Jamsetji Tata a truly great leader.

His inspiring speech covered some fascinating periods of Jamsetji’s life such as the

setting up of the Empress Mills in Nagpur, his journey to the USA to hire the Chief

Consulting Engineer, Charles Page Perin, to set up Tata Steel, and his setting up of a

world class university in IISC. Mr. Bhat also took some audience questions at the end of

his lecture.

The session opened with former SPJIMR Professor Anil Kulkarni paying a tribute to

former SPJIMR Dean, the late Dr. M. L Shrikant’s life and leadership. The event ended

with a vote of thanks by SPJIMR Dean Dr. Ranjan Banerjee.  

Watch the entire session recording here

ThoughtCast with Mr. Deepak Iyer, President -
Mondelez International, India, and Dr. Ashita Aggarwal

Mr. Deepak Iyer, President – Mondelēz International, India, talks to SPJIMR Professor

Dr. Ashita Aggarwal in the latest episode of the ThoughtCast - the SPJIMR podcast.

They talk about why it is important for leaders to plan well in advance of a crisis, enable

an innovative and growth mindset in organizations, remain invested in brands and

employees during crises and how to take advantage of a Black Swan event such as a

pandemic to retool the organization and much more!

Mr. Iyer also talks about his fond memories of his student days at SPJIMR!

Listen to the podcast here.

ThoughtCast with HUL Chairman Mr. Sanjiv Mehta and
Mr. R Gopalakrishnan

The Chairman and Managing Director of Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL), Mr. Sanjiv

Mehta, is in conversation with SPJIMR Executive-In-Residence, Mr. R. Gopalakrishnan

in the third episode of the ThoughtCast, where they talk about the 3 leadership

principles to triumph over crises - ‘De-Averaging’, ‘And’, and 'Sense-Making'.

Mr. Mehta also talks about how a crisis - the 'Bhopal Gas Tragedy' - turned him from a

“boy to a man” and how the experience helped him navigate several other crises. The

two corporate gurus also emphasize the need to be in sync with cultural nuances

spanning countries in order to succeed as an international manager. They end the

conversation with a discussion on HUL’s prominent position in the global Unilever family.

Listen to the podcast here.

DoCC Ehsaas: The NGO Mela

The latest edition of SPJIMR DoCC's Ehsaas: The NGO Mela was held online on the

weekend of January 30th and 31st. 28 SHGs and NGOs participated in the first-ever

online Mela using Zoom as their platform. Sellers and customers from different parts of

India joined in.

Ehsaas, the annual flagship event of SPJIMR's Centre for Development of Corporate

Citizenship (C-DoCC), sees several NGOs and self-help groups exhibiting their products

ranging from jams and pickles, chocolates, jewellery, to sarees, kurtis, home linen and

more. The event stands for celebrating the spirit of economic self-sufficiency achieved

through the perseverance of artisans, SHGs, and NGOs who bring a positive change in

society.

SPJIMR Conducts Bhoomi Puja to Kickstart New
Construction Projects

SPJIMR conducted a Bhoomi Puja on Tuesday, January 19th for its new construction

projects involving a new Hostel Building Number 30, Faculty Housing and a Recreation-

cum-Mess building.

The new hostel building will be able to accommodate 466 students and will be

connected to the existing Hostel Number 29 on the south-east.

The new Faculty Housing will consist of 72 new apartments and will be located in the

open plot, north-east of Hostel Building 25.

The Recreation building to be spread over 37,762 sq. feet will have a mess, a food

court, indoor games, two squash courts and a gymnasium. This will be located in the

open plot, north-west of Hostel building 25.

SPJIMR PGPDM Conducts the Mahir Milan Event

Mr. Rajendra Teni, a seasoned HR professional, with exposure to various sectors like

engineering, petrochemicals, power equipment manufacturing industries, etc., was the

guest speaker at the Mahir Milan event on January 18, 2021, conducted virtually by

SPJIMR’s Post Graduate Programme in Development Management (PGPDM). This is

an event where top industry professionals and subject matter experts share their

insights and interact with the PGPDM participants, staff and faculty members.

He shared his insights on the topic, ‘The Code on Wages, 2019 (29 of 2019)’, with the

participants, focussing on how the New code aims to streamline Labour laws and make

them more accountable and transparent while reducing litigation and cost of compliance.

Batch Inaugurations

SPJIMR’s GMP Conducts Virtual Inauguration for its 13th Batch

The virtual inauguration of SPJIMR’s Global Management Programme’s (GMP) Batch 13

(January Intake) took place on January 25th. In attendance were the incoming batch of

17 participants, SPJIMR faculty, staff and alumni. The incoming students

were addressed by SPJIMR Dean Dr. Ranjan Banerjee, Prof. Prem Chandrani, Advisor

to GMP, Dr. Sesha Iyer, Prof. Vineeta Dwivedi and Dr. Debasis Mallik, Head of GMP. The

participants were also welcomed by the Deans from the partner schools.

Check out the event's photos here.

Inauguration of SPJIMR's PGPM Batch of 2021

The virtual inauguration of SPJIMR’s Post Graduate Programme in Management

(PGPM) Batch of 2021 took place on Monday, February 8th. In his address to the

incoming participants, SPJIMR Dean Dr. Ranjan Banerjee shed light on the journey the

candidates will be undertaking in the next 12 months. The incoming batch also got a

glimpse of life at SPJIMR from a few of their predecessors.

SPJIMR PGMPW’s 5th Batch Inauguration

The virtual inauguration of the 5th batch of SPJIMR's Post Graduate Management

Programme for Women (PGMPW) was held on Monday, February 08, 2021. Mr. Ashok

Ramchandran, Group Executive President - Group HR, Aditya Birla Group, was the chief

guest for the occasion and addressed the participants. The event was well attended by

faculty and staff members.

Batch Farewells

SPJIMR's CEdSS conducts Valedictory Ceremony for its latest
batch of ‘Saksham’

SPJIMR's Centre for Education in Social Sector (CEdSS) conducted its first-ever virtual

Valedictory ceremony for its latest batch of ‘Saksham’, on January 31, 2021.

‘Saksham’ developed in partnership with Novartis India is an innovative programme for

building the capability of key role-holders managing the health value chain. Chief Guest,

Padma Shri Dr. Ashok K Vaid, Head of Oncology, Medanta, Gurugram, lauded the

uniqueness of ‘Saksham’. Mr. Saumil Mody, Country Head, Novartis Oncology, Mr.

Prabhat Sinha, Novartis India, Dean Dr. Ranjan Banerjee, PGPDM Chairperson, Prof.

Prabhat Pani and Dr. Suranjan Das were the other speakers at the event.

The ‘Saksham’ participants shared their learnings from the programme. The event

ended with the distribution of "e-Certificates" to the participants.

SPJIMR's PGPM Conducts Farewell for its Batch of 2020

SPJIMR's Post Graduate Programme in Management’s (PGPM) Class of 2020 came

together on February 1, 2021, for a virtual farewell along with faculty and staff members

to recollect, reminisce and rejoice with the memories of the year gone by. 

SPJIMR faculty members congratulated the participants on the completion of their

programme and wished them well for their future. The outgoing participants appreciated

the PGPM programme and the larger SPJIMR family.

The PGPM 2020 batch will always be remembered as one that showcased a lot of

resilience and initiative even during the most difficult of times. The batch signified that

tough times don't last, tough people do.

SPJIMR's PGMPW Conducts Farewell for its Batch of 2020

SPJIMR’s Post Graduate Management Programme for Women (PGMPW) conducted a

virtual farewell for its Batch of 2020 on February 4, 2021. In attendance were the

outgoing participants, SPJIMR faculty and staff.

Participants of the batch spoke about their journey and recollected and rejoiced in the

memories of the 11 months they spent in the programme. Faculty and

staff congratulated the batch and wished them well for their future.

The PGMPW Batch of 2020 will always be remembered as the strongest batch as they

skillfully managed to overcome various challenges during the most difficult of times. The

batch signified that there is no limit to what a woman can accomplish.

Student Committee Events

Competitions Committee's 'Ace the Case' Event

SPJIMR’s Competitions Committee recently organized ‘Ace the Case’, a session on

tackling case studies for Business School competitions. The session was conducted by

Mr. Siddharth Parakh, an alumnus of the PGDM batch of 2015-17.

The event was attended by 90+ students across PGDM, PGPM, GMP and PGMPW

programmes of SPJIMR.

Awards and Recognition

PGPDM participant, Sourabh Kumar’s organization, PotHoleRaja
wins Electron Vibe 2020 Challenge

SPJIMR PGDM 2021 Participants Among InsideIIM’s Best 30

SPJIMR PGDM Class of 2021 participants, Bhavya Poddar and Sanjeeban Nanda have

been featured in InsideIIM’s Best 30 - The Most Employable Graduates of The Class of

2019-21.

Both speak about their life and career journey so far, explain a selfless act they have

done, how they overcame challenges and handled conflicts in life, one aspect in which

they excel and what they would do if they were given 10 Million US dollars.

Read Bhavya’s interview here

Read Sanjeeban’s interview here.

Dean's Corner

Know Your Colleague
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